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“Through the various daily activities of human beings, it is the ultimate aim among 
the occupational therapists to support those who face difficulties in organizing 
and carrying out their daily lives by assessing the abilities of human being and 
their functions in daily lives.”  The occupational therapists share its core 
philosophy, which is to help people with difficulties through supporting their 
abilities to carry out their daily lives, regardless of the geographical boundaries or 
cultural differences.  
On this occasion that Yokohama hosts the 16th World Congress of the 
Occupational Therapists, we anticipate the occupational therapists from all over 
the world gather and explore the depth and wisdoms of the occupational 
therapists, loading up with new wisdom, and launch the “Ship of Wisdom” from 
the Port of Yokohama. 
Exploring the wisdom of occupational therapy from Asia to the world!

Exploring the wisdom of OT from Asia to the world



1. Disaster Preparedness, Response and Recovery 
Disasters, either man made or natural, have a significant impact on people's daily lives and how they undertake their routine tasks. What can occupational 
therapists do to alleviate the immediate suffering as well as contributing to reconstruction and recovery efforts? Drawing from worldwide experiences and 
expertise, this theme aims to explore how to make the most of occupational therapy's knowledge and skills. 

2. Inter-professional Collaboration and the Role of Occupational Therapy 
In all health and welfare arenas collaboration is essential. However, collaboration comes in various forms and depends on the clients receiving the service and 
the specific service being provided. Furthermore, the structure of the collaboration and the composition of multi-disciplinary teams can differ. This theme aims 
to explore what roles are required of occupational therapy and which roles occupational therapists may endeavor to fulfill. 

3. Wisdom: Learning from the past, tradition for the future 
Health care and societies continuously change and for almost 100 years occupational therapy has fulfilled its role, particularly as a profession that supports 
people's daily lives. Sometimes it is easy to forget that we can learn and build on the lessons of the past. We must also be prepared to consider the importance 
of cross cultural experience. This theme is about learning from occupational therapy experiences in the past and in other cultures to benefit the future of 
occupational therapy. 

4. Innovations and Challenges in Occupational Therapy 
The demands on occupational therapy change with the changes in health care and societies. Around the world, how does occupational therapy deal with the 
demands of the changing times? Presentations in this theme will deal with occupational therapy as an agent for change and how occupational therapists can 
promote and drive change. 

5. Education and Research: Meeting the demands from the field. 
As health care and societies change, so do the clients and delivery methods of occupational therapy practice, which in turn places new demands on 
occupational therapy education and research. What is required from both education and research to support these changing demands? This theme considers 
the current influences on occupational therapy education and research by reviewing educational developments and research directions internationally. 

6. Evidence-based Practice and Quality of Occupational Therapy 
Occupational therapy interventions must be evidence-based. Evidence may have objective, quantitative, subjective and qualitative elements. This theme 
provides the opportunity to consider how evidence-based occupational therapy (EBOT) of the highest quality may be delivered. 

7. The nature of human occupation 
Whether clients have a disability or not, the eternal theme of occupational therapy seems to explore the essence and the meanings of occupations commonly 
shared by people. For a profession that has occupation at its core, this theme provides opportunities to deepen and develop knowledge of the relationship 
between human beings and occupation. 

8. Community & Occupational Therapy 
This theme is not merely about community-based occupational therapy, but rather wants to explore a comprehensive position for occupational therapy in 
communities. It thus stimulates us to consider the many and varied ways in which occupational therapy can contribute to the sustainability of communities.

C O N G R E S S  T H E M E

ORGANIZATION  Wednesday, June 18-Saturday, June 21, 2014 Yokohama, Japan

EXECUTIVE TEAM (Organizing Committee):
Convener: Haruki Nakamura, President, JAOT 
Co-convener: Marilyn Pattison, Executive Director, WFOT
 Hiroshi Yamane, Vice President, JAOT
Finance: Yoshie Okamoto, JAOT
 Samantha Shann, Vice President, Finance, WFOT
Chairs: Junichi Shimizu, Vice President, JAOT
 Akemi Kayama, Executive, JAOT
 Masayoshi Kobayashi, Executive, JAOT
 Daisuke Jinnai, Executive, JAOT
 Fusae Ishibashi, Executive, JAOT
 Shinichi Watanabe, President, Kanagawa Association of OT
 Hiroyuki Jounai, Kanagawa Association of OT

International Liaison Officer: 
 Noriko Tomioka, WFOT Delegate

WFOT Congress Project Officer:
 Jennifer Pascoe, Executive Assistant, WFOT
Funding Chair: Yoshie Okamoto, JAOT
Clerical Staff: Akiko Yamasaki, JAOT
PCO: Convention Linkage, Inc.
 
CONFERENCE MANAGEMENT:
Chair: Shinichi Watanabe, President, Kanagawa Association of OT
Co-Chairs: Hiroyuki Jounai, Kanagawa Association of OT
 Yujiro Tanaka, President, Tokyo Association of OT
 Katsushi Hoshi, President, Saitama Association of OT

SOCIAL EVENTS & HOSPITALITY:
Chair: Junichi Shimizu, Vice President, JAOT
Co-chair: Hisako Shinkawa, JAOT
WFOT representative: 
 Suchada Sakornsatian, PCo International Cooperation 

SPONSORSHIP & EXHIBITION:
Chair: Hiroyuki Jounai, Kanagawa Association of OT
Co-chair: Hiromi Fujii, Executive, JAOT
WFOT representative:
 Ritchard Ledgerd, PCo Promotion and Development 

MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS:
Chair: Akemi Kayama, Executive, JAOT
Co-chair: Takahiro Tani, Executive, JAOT
WFOT representative:
 Ritchard Ledgerd, PCo Promotion and Development

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM:
Chairs: Hiroshi Yamane, Vice President, JAOT
 Junichi Shimizu, Vice President, JAOT
 Masayoshi Kobayashi, Executive, JAOT
Co-chairs: Takashi Ishikawa, Director, JAOT
 Yoshihisa Sato, Executive, JAOT
WFOT representatives:
 Alfred T Ramukumba, PCo Education and Research
 Nils Erik Ness, PCo Standards and Quality 

Members: Setsuko Yamasaki, JAOT
 Eric Asaba, JAOT
 Peter Bontje, JAOT 
 Hisako Shinkawa, JAOT
Councilor: Noriko Tomioka, WFOT Delegate
WFOT Congress Project Officer:
 Jennifer Pascoe, Executive Assistant, WFOT 

STUDENTS & NEW GRADUATES:
Chair: Daisuke Jinnai, Executive, JAOT
Co-chair:  Yoshiaki Iwase, JAOT 

LOCAL OPERATIONS:
Chair: Yoshiaki Iwase, JAOT
Co-chairs: Yujiro Tanaka, President, Tokyo Association of OT
 Katsushi Hoshi, President, Saitama Association of OT
 Shinichi Watanabe, President, Kanagawa Association of OT
Executive Assistant:  Akinobu Hiraga 

SPONSORSHIP LOW INCOME DELEGATES (WFOT grants program)
Chairs: Yoshiaki Iwase, JAOT
 Suchada Sakornsatian, PCo International Cooperation
Executive Assistant:  Jennifer Pascoe, WFOT
Co-chair: Yoshie Okamoto, JAOT
 
COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE MEETING:
Chair: Hitoshi Fukuda, President, Chiba Association of OT
Co-chairs: Fusae Ishibashi, JAOT
 Takeshi Kobayashi, JAOT 
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